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1 . 1 MET WITH FONMIN OREJA AT MY REQUEST JANUARY 17 

TO GO OVER A NUMBER OF MATTER OF COMMON INTEREST (SEPTELS). 

2. OREJA TOLD ME THAT HE HAD SENT INSTRUCTIONS AT 

THE END OF LAST WEEK TO AMBASSADOR ROVIRA IN WASHINGTON 

WITH RESPECT TO THREE SPECIFIC POINTS. FIRST, HE 

HAD ASKED ROVIRA TO SOUND OUT THE DEPARTMENT CONCERNING 

A POSSIBLE STOPOVER IN MADRID BY THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

ON HIS FORTHCOMING EUROPEAN TRIP. SECONDLY, HE HAD 

UNDERLINED AGAIN THE IMPORTANCE WHICH IS ATTACHED HERE 

TO A VISIT TO WASHINGTON BY PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ, 

AND, THIRDLY, HE HAD ASKED ROVIRA TO RAISE THE POSSIBLITY 
OF A MEETING OF THE US-SPANISH COUNCIL IN MADRID 
AT THE LEVEL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS POSSIBLY IN APRIL. 

3. 1 TOLD OREJA THAT FROM WHAT I HAD SEEN OF THE 

VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT'S SCHEDULE IT WOULD SEEM DIFFICULT 
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO MAKE A STOPOVER. MOREVOER, 

IN MY JUDGEMENT, IF SUCH A STOPOVER WERE ONLY FOR A 
FEW HOURS IT WOULD STNAD IN CONSIDERABLE CONTRAST TO 
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THE LONGER STAYS IN OTHER EUROPEAN CAPITALS. OREJA 
SAID THAT HE DID NOT INTEND THAT ROVIRA PRESS THIS 
POINT TOO HARD. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE SUAREZ VISIT. I SLOPE ALONG THE 
LINES OF STATE 9979. OREJA SAID HE UNDERSTOOK THE 
PROBLEMS BUT HOPED VERY MUCH THAT IT WOULD BE POSSILBE 
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FOR THIS VISIT TO TAKE PLACE. HE WAS IN FULL AGREEEMENT 
THAT ANY VISIT BY THE PRIME MINISTER SHOULD BE ENTIRELY 
A WORKING ONE AND WITHOUT ANY BURDENSOME CEREMONIAL 
ASPECTS. HE PARTICULARLY URGED THAT A VISIT TAKE PLACE 
BEFORE THE SPING ELECTIONS, IN SPAIN. 

5. WITH REGARD TO A MEETING OF THE US-SPANISH COUNCIL, 

I TOLD OREIA THAT I KNEW CONSIDERATION WAS BEING GIVEN 
IN WASHINGTON TO THIS MATTER AND POINTED OUT THAT IT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE THE COUNCIL MEET IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE PROBABLE VISIT OF THE SECRETARY-DESIGNATE TO 
LONDON FOR THE NACE MEETING IN MAY. OREIA THOUGHT 
THIS MIGHT BE A GOOD ARRANGEMENT. 

6. OREJA THEN TURNED TO A GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

OF THE SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY AND, MORE SPECIFICALLY, 

THE US-SPANISH RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT US-SPANISH 
RELATIONS ARE A KEY ELEMENT IN SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY 
AND THAT SPAIN VIEWS THESE RELATIONS AS WELL 
AS SPANISH "ATLANTIC" VOCATION AS A CONSTANT. IN HIS 
RECENT PRESS INTERVIEW BEFORE GOING TO TUNIS (REFTEL) 

HE MEANT ONLY TO DESCRIBE THE NEW AND PRESSING AREAS 
IN WHICH SPAIN MUST OPEN UP ITS FOREIGN POLCIY 
INITIATIVES. EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST AND LATIN AMERICA 
HAD BASICALLY BEEN STAGNANT AREAS DURING THE PREVIOUS 
REGIME AND THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED THAT IT 
MUST GIVE INCREASED ATTENTION TO THESE AREAS. HE GAVE 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS TO RELATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA AND HE 
FELT THAT SPAIN COULD PLAY A PARTICULARLY USEFUL ROLE 
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IN GIVING THE LATINO AMERICANS A GREATER SENSE OF CONTACT 

WITH EUROPE. HE HAD ALREADY BEEN INTERESTED BY THE EASE 

WITH WHICH LATIN AMERICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS TELEPHONE HIM 

FROM THEIR CAPITALS AND VISIT MADRID TO DISCUSS MATTERS 

OF MUTUAL INTEREST. OREIA SAID HE THOUGHT THAT SPAIN 

COULD, AS IT WENT TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP OF THE EEC, PERFORM 

MUCH THE SAME FUNCTION FOR LATIN AMERICA THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, 

THE UK DID FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. OREJA SAID THAT HE 

HAD ALREADY CHANGED THE DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR LATIN AMERICAN 

AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IN ORDER TO BING A NEW 

AND FRESH LOOK AT SPANISH-LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS AND 

HE WAS NOW IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING TO BROADEN THE 

ROLE OF THE HISPANIC-AMERICAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE TO 

GIVE IT A MORE INCLUSIVE ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE 

RELATIONSHIPS. 

7. FINALLY, OREJA STRESSED ONCE AGAIN THAT WHATEVER SPAIN 
MAY DO WITH RESPECT TO EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AND LATIN 
AMERICA, THERE MUST NEVER BE ANY DOUBT THAT SPAINSH 
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RELATIONS WITH THE US REMAIN PARAMOUNT. HE EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION THAT. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME TRADE MATTERS, 

RELATIONS WITH THE US WERE PROBLEM FREE. 

8. 1 THANKED OREJA FOR THIS EXPOSITION AND SAID THAT I 
WAS QUITE CERTAIN THAT THE NEW ADMINISTRATION WOULD WISH 
TO CONTINUE THE CLOSEST COOPERATION WITH SPAIN IN 
VARIOUS FIELDS OF ACTIVITY.ST ABLER 
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